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the cited references. Please call me at your convenience to discuss responding. 

Our response is due February 27, 2002. 
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Dear Patent and Trademark Office Customer: 



The Technical Support Staff of Technology Center 2lf Nt has undertaken continuous 
quality improvement efforts to ensure that the accompanying correspondence meets high 
quality standards, and focuses on good customer service. It is important to us that you 
are satisfied with the services we provide. 

If the contents of the attached correspondence has any clerical omissions, 
eg., missing references or pages, illegible text, other problems or concerns of this nature 
which you wish to bring to my attention, please call or fax me as soon as possible. I will 
take the appropriate action to expedite the necessary corrections. 




Krari .Supervisory ke^a! Instruments Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
(703) 305-4376 



Fax No. (703) 308-9051 or (703) 3iW-9<>52 



Attention: Policy on Returning Phone Calls 

A rrO-wule customer service srand.ird is if 4 P T< ) emplovee Uiiw oiled « nor n-ailahl. . rlio will 
return your call by the next business day. or, if you request. .111 alternate point of contact will be 
provided. Icchnojo,^ <>m«r 2100 is commuted to meeting th.* wvicc standard. If v«.u h.ive called .m> 
employee in our Technology Center and h»ve not received a return plume call within ..n c (I) busim-** 
fnV^^yi **" P " >Vlded * nother l >0,n, »f <0ntacr, plea* onwr rite Technology Center .it 
7Q3-306-363I. We ensure that you will receive a rciurn phone c.ill. rr..i« m cmplovee vinth the .il.ilitv t.. 
assist you, w,<h,n four (4) Ixisiness hours of this contact- We appreciate your help in MMiing us t ., help 
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Office Action Summary 


Application Ho. 


Applicants) 

BLAGG. Lynn H> «t ej 


Examiner 

Jim c«rv« 


Art Unit 


■ 





- Th+ MAtUNQ BATS of Mb oojTHntjfi/c*tfQn a/ygcivy ©v» tAe •over mheot with tho oorreopondeftc* mddres* — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOB REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE . 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of ton* may ba available undar tha provisions of 57 CFft 1 .1 36 <«), In no evant however, may * rapJy be timely fU«d 

after SIX <6t MONTHS from the m«tlfnfl date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified ebove b Us* than thirty <30J day*, * reply within tho statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wUl 

t>a considered tfmefy. 

• If NO ported for fdpfy la apecMftd above, tha maximum statutory period will apply and wOl explr* SIX <0) MONTHS from the mailing dote of this 
communication. 

- FsBuro to r«pfy within th* set or extended period for reply wifl by statute, taut* tha sppftcstion to beoom* ABANDONED (35 U\3,C. i 1 33), 

- Any reply f ooeived by tha Office Ufcer than thro months after the mailing data of this communication, aver? If timely filed, may reduce any 

earntd patsnt term adjustment. Saa 37 CFft 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )X Responsive to communication (s) filed on Am 23, 1999 _ • 

2a) □ This action is FINAt. 2b)63 This action is no«*final. 

31 £j Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forms! matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed In accordance with the practice under fir parte Quayte. 1S35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4>5C Claim's) 1-22 , 



4s) Of the above, claim fs) , 
5) Lj Clafm(s) . 



6) 52 Cleim(s) 1-22 

7) D Ci8im(s)_ 

8) Hj Claims 



Is/ere pending In the application. 
_ Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 
M ___ Is/ere rejected. 
is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9) ZZ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



, Is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
. Is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved. 



10) 11 Tha drawings) filed on 

11) 1? The proposed drawing correction filed on . 

12) ill The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. I 110 

13) C^ Acknowledgement is mads of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C i 1 19(a)-(d). 
a)C All b)D Some* c)D None oft . 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 



3. tZ) Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the international Bureau <PCT Rule T7.2<e))» 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
l4)Cj Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 39 U.S.C 5 1 19(e). 



AtUohmsntic} 

>&) JO ef ^>wm« Cited tPTO^&M) 

16) Xl Nolle* of Croft fexxftoA'* Pacer** &m*k<Q {Wvww (PTo*ft«S) 

iJ\ 52 *"*»««v*!oo Oi«sk»*vf» «t«ttmvnr<sl tfTO-l**Sl Papw «*W. 



19) Q lnt*#viow ««mm«y IPTO-413) ftpor N*|*). 

191 Q M«Mc» irt Wwm* !»■*♦«* Appfoation (PTO-1621 
»0|Q Othtn 



TO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 
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AppUcation/Control Number: 09/298.521 
Art Unit: 2164 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim R&cOons-SS USC §102 

A pc^on ^11 be entWed to a p«*- unle» - _ ^ ^ ^ 

ha» fulfilled the ^Twltent 

v j c firQt and second relationships oe^cu 
etseq; column 27, line 18 etscq). 
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Art Unit: 2164 

Kanter also discloses grouping the first set of group processing options as a dependent 
strategy (e.g., award accumulation) (e*g., column 17, line 10 et seq; column 20, line 24 et seq), 
strategy history (e.g., account numbers, commission redemption) (e.g., column 20, line 50 et seq; 
column 22 f line 7 et seq), modifying the first relationship (e.g., credit value and point conversion) 
(e.g., column 19, line 1 et seq), authorization option (e.g., credit value) (e.g., column 19, line 29 
et seq), liable party (e.g. party to be billed) (e.g., column 20, line 7 et seq), communication option 
(e.g., billing, wire transfer) (e.g., column 20, line 1 et seq; column 22, line 60 et seq), and reward 
pooling options (e.g., column 19, line 10 et seq), and modifying the dependent strategies/ 
parameters (e.g„, column 27, line 1 9 et seq), and account history (e.g., column 20, line 50 et seq; 
column 22, line 7 et seq). 

3. Claims 1 -22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fleming, U.S. 
patent 5,953,710, 

Fleming discloses an account and group relationship defining method, including first and 
second accounts and products (e,g^ column 3, line 12 et seq; column 3, line 35 et seq; column 5 t 
line 40 et seq; column 7, line 4 et seq), providing selected group processing parameters and values 
to include first and second relationships between the first and second accounts (e.g., column 3, 
line 1 5 et seq; column 3, line 50 et seq; column 6, line 20 et seq; column 7, line 1 0 et seq), and 
plural dependent strategies defining customized group relationships (e.g., Figures 2a, 6; column 5, 
line 50 et seq; column 7, line 25 et seq; column 8, line 42 et seq; column 9, line 48 et seq; column 
10, line 55 et seq; column 14, line 45 et seq), and maturing dependent account into key account 
(e.g., column 16, line 1 et seq). -n - 
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Art Unit: 2164 

Fleming also discloses dependent group processing strategy (e.g M column 1 1 , line 25 et 
seq; column 13, line 3 et seq), maintaining a strategy history (e.g., column 1 3, line 60 et seq; 
column 14, line 1 et seq), modifying the first relationship while maintaining the second 
relationship (inherently disclosed, e.g., for multiple dependents) (e.g., column 3, line 50 et seq; 
column 7, line 25 et seq; column 15, line 50 et seq), authorization, liability, communication, and 
reward options (e.g„ column 6, line 20 et seq; column 9, line 12 et seq; column 9, line 55 et seq) 
maintaining an account history (e.g., column 13, line 60 et seq), modifying group ownership by 
changing parameters (e.g., column 16, line 1 et seq). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the difference* between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertain*. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. ' 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kanter, in view of 
Dethloffet at. U.S. patent 4,837,422. 

Kanter discloses an account and group relationship defining method, including primary 
owner and cardholder, Kanter does not disclose group Ownership modification. Dethloffet al 
discJose an account and group relationship defining method, including modifying group ownership 
to obtain a new primary owner and maintaining account history thereof (e.g, active/assign rights 
to third parties) (e.g, column 4 f line 65 et seq; column 5, line 45 et seq; column 6, line 5 et seq) 
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Art Unit: 2164 

and by moving a set of dependent accounts to a second group (e.g., company and family cards) 
(e.g., column 6, line 54 et seq; column 7, line 37 et seq; column 8, line 5 et seq). Account 
ownership and modification provide increase the flexibility of use for a financial account among a 
plurality of users (e.g., column 12, line 65 et seq; column 16, line 22 et seq). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide a means to 
modify account ownership, as taught by Dethloff et al, on the method of Kanter to provide an 
improved means of efficiently multi-company and multi-service cards among a plurality of 
different users over a period of time. 

6. Claims 1 9-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Dethloff et 
al, U.S. patent 4,837,422. 

Dethloff et al disclose a dependent account maturing method, including selecting a 
dependent account and modifying the account's relationship parameter from dependent to key 
(e.g. active/assign rights to third parties) (e.g, column 4, line 65 et seq; column 5. line 45 et seq; 
column 6, line 5 et seq) by moving a set of dependent accounts to a second group (e.g., company 
and family cards) (e.g., column 6, line 54 et seq; column 7, line 37 et seq; column 8, line 5 et seq). 
To the extent that Dethloff et al could be interpreted not to disclose, inherently or otherwise, 
dependent account modification, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify dependent account relationships according to the method of 
Dethloff et al as an way to manage multi-company and multi-service cards among a plurality of 
different users over a period of time (e.g., column 12, line 65 et seq; column 16. line 22 et seq). 
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Page 6 



Art Unit: 2164 



Dethloffet al also disclose moving a set of dependent accounts to a second group (e.g., 
company cards) (e.g., column 6, line 54 et seq) and maintaining account histories (e.g., Figure 10; 
column 14, line 10 et seq). 



Conclusion 



7. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



a. 


Walker et al, U.S. patent 6,128,599. 


b. 


Oottesman et al, US. patent 6,049,782. 


c. 


Chastain, U.S. patent 6,021,943. 


d. 


Kalina, U.S. patent 5,970,480. 


e. 


Foladare et al, U.S. patent 5,914,472, 


£ 


Rose ct al, U.S. patent 5,770,843. 




Kashkashian, Jr., U.S. patent 4,700,055. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jim Calve, whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 884. Examine can be 
reached on Monday through Friday from 6:45 am to 6:45 pm. If the examiner is unavailable, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin, may be reached at 703-308- 1 065. The fax number of the 
organization is 703-305-905 1/9052. Any inquiry of a genenU nature should be directed to the 
receptionist at 703-305-3 900. / 




May 23, 2001 



SirawsORT RflTENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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**<«)_ 



10. CHARACTER OF UNE^TiUMBERSw ft LETTERS. 
37 CFR 1^4(1) 

Unes, ajrnjbars * fcttets no* enifoTToJy thick and well 

defined, clean* dttrabte. and black: (poor line quality). 
Ffe(s). 



11. 



SHADING. 37 CFR lJ64(m) 

Solid black areas pale. Fjgfr). 



Solid black shading not ptnniUcd. Fo>(s) ^_ 
Shade Ifocypale, rongh and Marred. Flg(fi)_ 



12. NUMBERS, LETTERS* it REFERENCE CHARACTERS. 




I34(p) * ^ ^ 

ambers end refefttpoe eharaoters not plain and legible. _~ 



t legends axe poor 



poor. 



N ambers and reference characters not oriented in the 
direction as the view. 37 CFR- 1^4(pKD 

F«(t) 

. English alphabet not osed. 37 CFR LS4(pX2) 
Ftes ' 

Numbers, letters and reference characters muai be at least 4 ' 
Jiom(iy8 inch) in height. 37 GFR 1.84(pX3) | 
Rgf» ,V 



IX LEAP UNB$. 37 CFR l.$4(q) 
_ Lead lines cross each other. 
Lead lines missing* F^s), 



1 1.84(0 • 



14. NUMBERINO OF SHEETS OF DRAWINGS* 37 CFR t 
Sheets not numbered consecuuVely, and (n Arabic -mime ra is 

beginnint with number 1. Sheetfsi * 

15. NUMBERING OF VIEWS. 37CFR1^4(u) 

Views «ot numbered consecutive]^ and in Arabic minerals.. 

beginning with number 1. Flg(g) 

16. CORRECTIONS. 37 CFR 1^4(w) 

CbittCik^na not made frora prior PTO-948 ^ , 

dated 

17. DESIGN DRAWINGS. 37 CFR 1.152 

Surface shading shown not appropriate. Fig(s) 

Solid black shading not used for color cootrast. 

W») 
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